The Sovietization of the Satellite States

Step 1:
Communist minorities gather nationalist resistance groups => supported by the Red Army

Step 2:
‘Provisional Governments’ established; key positions: exiled Communists

Step 3:
relatively free elections => coalition governments => Communists = Ministry of the Interior (police!) => beginning of reconstruction, land reforms, nationalisation of industry

Step 4:
bourgeois parliamentary majorities eliminated (terror, denunciation, compulsion…); formation of Socialist parties under Communist leadership; ‘bloc politics’: new coalition governments with similar-minded parties; elimination of opposition leaders

Step 5:
formation of Communist governments; ‘unity lists’ in controlled popular elections; internal purges of Communist party; show trials

Step 6:
conforming to the Soviet example (e.g. collectivisation of agriculture); COMINFORM to coordinate joint cooperation; treaties of friendship and mutual assistance with USSR
