“(un)arranged marriage” – Review
The novel “(un)arranged marriage”, written by Bali Rai and published in 2001, tells the story of a young Indian man, Manjit, who is born in Britain and has to follow the traditions of his parents’ house. He does not feel comfortable with his family and tries to spend his time outside the house with his best friend, which his father does not like. This fact and other circumstances give his father enough reasons to be angry about him and to start conflicts every day. As he tells Manjit that he will be marrying an Indian girl he never met before, he starts to comprehend that it is nearly impossible to fight against his role in the family, but he tries. He sees his only chance by getting a bad reputation, so that the father of his future-wife will not accept him, but without success. As a consequence to the rebellious behavior of their son, Manjit’s parents organize a family trip to India in order to see him becoming the real Punjabi man they want him to be. They leave him there without a passport, so that he is not able to come back home. As he manages to come back, he is angry about his parents, but after some time he seems to change his mind towards the wedding…
Bali Rai describes the problems of a young man, being a second-generation Indian American, who has problems to find his place in life. Rai shows the reader why it is so hard to be accepted by the family and in school or in other situations and how it feels – in order to manage that - to live two different lives at the same time. The book provides an insight into Indian traditions and the potential for conflicts which come up because of a lack of communication and tolerance within the family. 

I think this book gives a lot of thought-provoking impulses for the reader. It helps to think about the problems of migration and reminds the reader of the fact that there are many immigrants living next door, who maybe struggle with similar problems. In my opinion, it is really necessary to deal with problems like they are described in the book. Even though Manjit is maybe not the typical example of an Indian immigrant in America, he surely has many things in common with other teenagers and shares a lot of feelings and fears with them. All in all you can say that it is very important to think about the problems mentioned in the story and this book can help you very well to understand how different cultures could work.

Characterization „Manny“
The protagonist of the novel “(un)arranged marriage”, written by Bali Rai in 2001, Manjit, is the youngest son of a traditional Indian family, living in Leicester. He has two brothers and two sisters and all of them are already married as he, at the age of seventeen, is supposed to become the husband of a foreign girl.
He is a static character, because he does not change in the process of the story. Though there is a development, he sticks to his opinion until the end. Apart from that he is a round character as his thoughts and feelings are various and directed towards more than one topic.
Manjit wants to live the life of a typical British teenager, which includes not to stick on the rules that are applied to his Punjabi family. As a part of his rebellion, he starts to rub and to take some drugs with his best friend Adrian, called Ady, who does also not fit into the plans of Manjit’s father. Apart from the lack of tradition and respect towards the head of the family, his son’s best friend is dark-skinned, which he cannot accept or even tolerate. His father is the person that influences Manjit most. The fact that he is beating him very often, seems to be normal and inescapable for his epitaxial growth (p. 11, ll. 9-11). Because of this rude way of communicating with each other and the failing interest on Manjit’s life (p.10, ll. 25-28), he becomes more and more rebellious and has no hope that his life in the family could turn into a better one.
Another reason for his attitude towards family and tradition is his brothers. They treat him bad and do not take him seriously. Manjit has no chance to back out, because he has to share his room to one of his brothers. Apart from that, there are many people joining the family by marriage, so there is no opportunity for recreation in the house.
His position towards girls is at first more negative, but as Adrian shows him a beautiful girl he is interested in, Manjits opinion changes and he starts getting interested in girls. A short time after that situation, Manjit’s father tells him that he is going to meet a girl which will probably become his wife, which makes him angry even though he seems to be able to understand his father’s behavior in general (pp. 41 f.).
In the process of the story, you can see that Manjit tries to behave more and more adult, even though he is rebelling against the traditions his father wants him to stick to. He tries to be calm and not to provoke, but to present his point of view without accepting different opinions, which affords very strong reactions from his father.
In the night of his sixteenth birthday, Manjit becomes more self-confident and decides to “break free” (p. 57, ll. 11 f.) after he had a fight with one of his brothers. This time, he seems to get more infantile again, because he does not think about the consequences of what he says, but in the end is sure about what he really wants.

After he had to break up school, his parents tell him to come with them to India and make sure that he is not able to go out. In this situation, Manjit is very helpless and seems to be intimidated.  As they arrive in India, he behaves different from home. It influences him a lot that he has no idea about his future life, so he is more open to the new situation as he had maybe thought before. Although he did not expect before, he enjoys the landscape and feels quite good in this new environment.
From the time when he recognizes that his family lied to him, he does not change very much. He is very angry about their behavior and cannot understand that he did not have any idea of this development of their holidays. As he is able to come back home, he is still angry and shows all his family members that he despises their acting. After he seems to have decided to not fight against the marriage any more, you could think that he changes his mind. But in the end, it is very obvious that he did not change in any way.
All in all you can say that Manjit is a very static character, but not determined. He always thought about different opportunities and in the end he decides to stay the same as before and not to adapt.

