
ADVANCE ORGANIZER: Industrial Revolution (technological progress & socio-economic changes) & WWI 

topics and key questions key terms 

 
The (First and the) Second Industrial Revolution. 
 

 How did industrialization and urbanization affect people’s lives, living 
and working conditions? 

 Which changes occurred in the fields of production, work and 
transport? 

 What is the Social Question? Which attempts were made by different 
institutions to solve the Social Question? 

 Which factors and ideas promoted the development of a class 
consciousness among the workers? 

 How did the sunrise industries help to ameliorate Germany’s position 
in the Second Industrial Revolution, and which effect did this 
amelioration have on other European powers? 

 In how far did industrialisation pave the way for WWI and impacted the 
way the war was fought? 

 

 industrialization 

 urbanization 

 pauperism (mass poverty) 

 steam engine 

 Spinning Jenny 

 workshop  

 Social Question 

 Communist Manifesto (1848) 

 Marxism 

 working class / bourgeoisie 

 capitalism  

 “Wealth of Nations” / the principle of “the invisible hand” / division of 
labour 

 Social Democratic Party 

 sunrise industries (Zukunftsindustrien) 
 

 
Origins and the outbreak of WWI. 
 

 Which of the key terms on the right can be classified as either long-
term or short-term causes of WWI? 

 In how far did imperialism, industrialization, nationalism and militarism 
contribute to the outbreak of war? 

 What was William II’s role in the outbreak of the war? 

 How and why did relations between Germany and Great Britain 
deteriorate? 

 In how far did William’s system of alliances differ from Bismarck’s and 
which consequences resulted from that? 

 Why can the Balkans be considered a “powder keg”? 

 Which chain of events was triggered by the July Crisis? 

 Was the Schlieffen Plan doomed to fail? 

 Who was responsible for the outbreak of WWI? Do you agree with 
David Lloyd George that “the nations slithered over the brink into the 
boiling cauldron of war”? 

 imperialism 

 industrialization 

 nationalism 

 militarism  

 New Course / world policy / “a place in the sun” / “sabre-rattling” 

 naval arms race (G + GB) (Flottenwettrüsten) 

 Krüger telegram 

 Daily Telegraph Affair 

 Entente Cordiale (F + GB) 

 Triple Entente (F + GB + R) 

 Triple Alliance (G + A-H + I) 

 First and Second Moroccan Crises 

 Pan-Slavism 

 Bosnian Crisis 

 Balkan Wars 

 July Crisis / assassination in Sarajevo 

 “blank cheque” 

 Schlieffen Plan 

 British-Belgian Neutrality Treaty (“this scrap of paper”) 
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The first “modern” and “total” war. 
 

 Why was there a stalemate situation in the early phase of the war? 

 What impact did the use of new weaponry have? 

 What is a “total” war? What was the function of propaganda in this 
context? 
 

 total war 

 modern war 

 trench warfare 

 war of attrition (Zermürbungskrieg) 

 stalemate 

 new weaponry (tanks, airplanes, poison gas etc.) 

 Battle of the Somme 

 Battle of Verdun 

 propaganda 
 

 
Epochal year 1917. 
 

 What is an epochal year? 

 Why did the USA enter the First World War and what was their 
objective? 

 Why was there a revolution in Russia and what was its outcome? 

 Why is 1917 an epochal year? 

 What were the different attitudes towards the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk in 
the Soviet Union? 

 How did the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk change Germany’s situation? 
 

 epochal year => 1917: “long” 19
th
 => “short” 20

th
 century 

 unrestricted submarine warfare 

 Zimmermann telegram 

 USA’s entry into war (“peace without victory”) 

 Russian Revolution 

 Bolsheviks / Mensheviks 

 Soviet Union 

 communism 

 Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (1918) 

 
The end of WWI and political changes in Germany. 
 

 Who spread the “stab-in-the-back myth” and to what purpose? 

 How did the November Revolution contribute to the Emperor’s 
abdication and to the armistice? 

 What were the main proposals for a future Germany to look like, what 
were the main differences between them and which model was chosen 
in the end? 

 Why did Germany lose WWI? 

 Can the First World War be considered to be the “seminal catastrophe 
of the 20

th
 century”, as historians claim? In how far did it give rise to 

the “short” 20
th
 century? 

 
 

 stab-in-the-back myth (Dolchstoßlegende) 

 November Revolution / sailors’ mutiny 

 workers’ and soldiers’ councils (Arbeiter- und Soldatenräte) 

 council democracy (Räterepublik) v. parliamentary democracy 

 Weimar Republic  
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Peace treaties. 
 

 How did Wilson envisage the future of diplomacy and international 
relations? 

 What did the “Big Three” want with respect to the treatment of 
Germany and who got most of what he wanted? 

 Why would France insist on a harsh treatment of Germany? 

 Why was the Treaty of Versailles an “ignominious peace” to many 
Germans? How did the treatment of the German delegation contribute 
to this perception? 

 Was the Treaty of Versailles rather a “Twenty-Years-Truce” and if so, 
why?  

 

 the “Big Three” 

 League of Nations (Völkerbund) 

 Wilson’s 14 Points / self-determination 

 Treaty of Versailles (“ignominious peace” – Schandfrieden; dictate) 

 “Twenty-Years-Truce”  

 War-Guilt Clause (Article 231) 

 indemnity / reparations 

 Polish Corridor 

 Oder-Neisse line 

 100.000 Mannheer 

 Treaty of St. Germaine 

 Anschluss 

 


