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topics and key questions key terms 

Establishing the new Republic 
 

 How strong were the roots of democracy in 19th century Germany? 
 The “revolution from above”: Why was a democratic regime born out 

of Germany’s defeat? 
 The “revolution from below”: Did the 1918 German Revolution 

provide a strong basis for democracy? 
 What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Weimar 

Constitution? 
 

 

 stab-in-the-back myth (Dolchstoßlegende) 

 November Revolution / sailors’ mutiny 

 parliamentary democracy 

 Weimar Constitution (Article 25, Article 48) 

 emergency decree (Notverordnung) 

 proportional representation (Verhältniswahl) 

 Basic Rights 

 political parties (Z = Centre Party; NSDAP = National Socialist German 
Workers’ Party; DNVP = German National People’s Party; DVP = 
German People’s Party; DDP = German Democratic Party; SPD= Social 
Democratic Party; KPD = German Communist Party; BVP = Bavarian 
People’s Party) 
 

1918-1923: Crises 
 

 How great a burden for the Weimar Republic was the Treaty of 
Versailles? 

 Which impact did the challenge from the Left have and how strong 
was the challenge from the Right? 

 In how far did hyperinflation and other crises of 1923 contribute to 
undermining Weimar democracy? 

 Why did the Weimar Republic survive the crises of 1919 to 1923? 
 

 Ebert-Groener-Pact 

 free corps  

 Spartacist Rising 

 Kapp Putsch 

 Rapallo Pact 

 political assassinations 

 Erfüllungspolitik (fulfilment policy) 

 Year of Crises 1923: Ruhr occupation (passive resistance), 
hyperinflation, Munich Beer Hall Putsch 

1923-1929: Recovery 
 

 Was Stresemann a good European or a good German? 
 Is the term “recovery” appropriate to describe the years 1923 to 

1929? 

 Gustav Stresemann: policy of détente 

 Dawes Plan  

 Treaty of Locarno 

 League of Nations (Völkerbund) 

 Young Plan 

 “Golden Years” 
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1929-1933: Collapse 
 

 Why and how did the Wall Street Crash in the USA affect Weimar 
economically? 

 Was the Grand Coalition the beginning of the end of Weimar? 
 In how far did Hitler’s experience with the Beer Hall Putsch lead him 

to change his tactics in gaining power? 
 Why was the Nazi Party so successful from 1930 to 1932? 
 Did Hitler become chancellor “through the back door”? 
 January 30, 1933: “seizure of power”, “takeover of power”, “handing-

over of power” or “sneaking into power”? 
 Is there a German “special path”? 

 
 Was the Weimar Republic doomed to fail from its very beginnings? 
 Which political and ideological prerequisites of National Socialism / 

which conditions in the Weimar Republic favoured the rise of the 
Nazis (long-term / medium-term causes)? 
 

 Wall Street Crash / “Black Friday” 

 the Great Depression / slump 

 Harzburg Front 

 SA = storm troopers, brownshirts (Sturmabteilung) 

 SS = Defence Unit (Schutzstaffel) 

 SD = Security Service (Sicherheitsdienst) 

 Grand Coalition (SPD, Z, DDP, DVP) 

 Presidential Cabinets 

 “Cabinet of Barons” 

 Machtergreifung, Machtübernahme, Machtübertragung, 
Machterschleichung 

 “special path” (Sonderweg) 
 

NS ideology 
 

 Where can the origins of Nazi ideology be found? 
 Which interdependencies can be detected in the cornerstones of Nazi 

ideology and which consequences result from the pursuit of their 
fulfilment? 

 Why were those ideas so appealing to some parts of Weimar society? 
 How did the Nazis ensure that their ideas were spread among the 

people? 

 Ministry of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda (Reichsministerium 
für Volksaufklärung und Propaganda) 

 25-Points Programme, Mein Kampf 

 People’s Community (Volksgemeinschaft) 

 Social Darwinism 

 anti-Semitism 

 anti-Marxism 

 Aryan master race (Herrenvolk) 

 eugenics, “racial hygiene” 

 euthanasia, T4 programme 

 pan-Germanism 

 living space (Lebensraum) 

 socialism in action 
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The end of the rule of law in Germany, 1933-34 
 
Phase 1: control at the centre 

 Why do the Reichstagsbrandverordnung and the 
Ermächtigungsgesetz play a prominent role in the consolidation of 
power in the first phase? 
 

 Reichstag Fire (27 Feb 33): „Verordnung des Reichspräsidenten zum 
Schutz von Volk und Staat“ / Reichstagsbrandverordnung (“Decree for 
the Protection of People and State”) (28 Feb 33) 

 Day of Potsdam (21 Mar 33) 

 „Ermächtigungsgesetz“ (“Enabling Act“) (23 Mar 33) 

Phase 2: control beyond the centre 
 

 Where’s the difference between “control at the centre” and “control 
beyond the centre”? 

 How was “the final stage” prepared in the second phase? 
 

 Gleichschaltung (Bringing into Line; “Laws for the Coordination of the 
States within the Reich”) (31 Mar, 7 Apr 33) 

 DAF – Deutsche Arbeitsfront (German Labour Front)  

 Concordat (8 Jul 33) 

 „Gesetz gegen die Neubildung von Parteien“ (“Law against the 
establishment of political parties“) (14 Jul 33) 
 

Phase 3: the final stage 
 

 How could Hitler win the support of the army? 
 Which preconditions for the establishment of a dictatorship were 

implemented by the completion of the third phase? 

 Night of the Long Knives (Nacht der langen Messer) (30 Jun 34) 

 Führer (19 Aug 34) 

 Führerprinzip (leader principle) / Führerstaat 

British-German relations, 1919-1939 (substitute for “the development of the 
GDR” in bilingual history classes) 
 

 How did the British attitude towards the Treaty of Versailles affect 
Anglo-German relations and in how far did Hitler profit from this? 

 Is it justified to claim that appeasement contributed to a large extent 
to the outbreak of WWII?  

 appeasement policy (Beschwichtigungspolitik) 

 Four-Power Pact / Quadripartite Agreement (GB, F, I, D) (Viererpakt / 
Viermächtepakt) 

 Geneva Disarmament Conference (Genfer Abrüstungskonferenz) 

 Rearmament 

 Anglo-German Naval Agreement (Deutsch-Britisches 
Flottenabkommen) 

 Rhineland fortification (Rheinlandbesetzung / Remilitarisierung des 
Rheinlands) 

 Anschluss 

 Munich Agreement 

 Sudetenland 
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The Second World War 
 

 How did the ideological features of the Third Reich contribute to 
Hitler’s means of warfare? 

 How did Hitler ensure that his war plans could be realized? 
 In how far can the Second World War be considered as totally 

different from all other wars in history before? 

 Blitzkrieg 

 Battle of Britain 

 Lend-Lease Agreement 

 Operation Barbarossa 

 Atlantic Charter 

 war of annihilation (Vernichtungskrieg) 

 total war 

 Hitler-Stalin pact 

 axis powers 

 Battle of Stalingrad 

 forced labour 

 Pearl Harbor 

 D-Day (Operation Overlord) 

 unconditional surrender 

 Nagasaki, Hiroshima 
 

The Holocaust 
 

 How did anti-Semitism change through history? 
 In which steps was the disenfranchisement of the Jews accomplished? 
 Which term is appropriate to describe the pogroms against the Jews 

in the night of 9th to 10th November 1938? 
 Why wasn’t the “final solution to the Jewish Question” carried out 

before the outbreak of WWII? 
 How can this part of the German past effectively be dealt with 

nowadays? 

 Holocaust / Shoa 

 Nuremberg Law of Citizenship and Race (Nürnberger Rassegesetze) 

 Night of Broken Glass (Reichskristallnacht) / November Pogrom 

 Wannsee minutes (Wannsee-Protokoll): “Final Solution to the Jewish 
Question” 

 ghetto 

 Einsatzgruppen (“task forces”) 

 concentration camps 

 extermination camps 

 Vergangenheitsbewältigung (coming to terms with the past) 

 deportation 

 genocide 

 
 
 
 


